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Frustrating wait for

- polymer notes

By Staff Correspondent

The Jaunching of the new Tk 10
polymer notes at the Bangladesh
Ban‘lieéarennses yesterday was
marked by chavs as angry cus-
torners gave way to violence after
a long and frustrating wait for the
newly introduced notes. Police
had to mterv?ne to disperse the
agitating people. :

giWitmfsses safd -hurndreds. -of
people waiting from eight in the
morning in long queues at the BB
office in Motijheel suddenly got

agitated at around 11 am when
they realised that many of them
will riot get the new notes as those
were in desperately short supply

Although many  returned
empty handed from the bank, a
number of people were seen
selling the new polymer notes
right in.front of the BB building,
charging Tk 15'to Tk 20 for each
of the coveted notes.

Police resorted to lathicharge

as a section of the angry crowd
damaged window panes of the BB
building. Many -got hurt during
the incident. None. was however
arrested. o

People held central “bank
authorities. responsible for the
incident, blaming their misman-
agement for causing the situa-
tion. .

BB officials however said they
never ‘anticipated that such a
large number of people would
turn up to collect the new poly-
mer notes. They also said tha
was difficult for them to enter the
office in- the morning as large
number of people thronged the
bank premises from early in the
morning. -

The central bank for the first
time launched. polymer notes in
the country-on an éxperimental
basis.
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‘Big queue
" before BB

: tO' co"ect
polymer note

Hundreds of people queued be-
fore the central"bank counters to
collect the new: polymer: 10-taka
note as-a souvenir, reports UNB. . -

Bangladesh ' Bank ' introduced
the: 'waterproof  ‘plastic -currency
note-on the occasion: of Martyred,
Intellectuals Day. - yester&{ay@
(December 14). .

To satisfy: the huge crowds
‘who ‘had rushed since: the mom-
ing, Bangladeshi Bank authorities
decided not ‘to - exchange more |
than Tk 100 per head. :

Cliff :Gerathy; ‘an  executive  of
Australia-based *Securency - that
supplied  the  note” who - was “in
Dhaka yesterday, briefed the cash
handlers - of - commercial = banks
about. the. dealing. with .the new
currency note.

/The notes last much longer and
remain much cleaner than tradi-
tional paper notés; '

Printed by Note: Prmtmg Aus-
tralia’ Limited, a subsidiary of the
Reserve.. Bank . of - Australia, -the
note. carries the portrait.of Father
of the-Nation: and the image of
National Mosque on one side and
the image of Jatiya Sangsad on the
other.

Clear wmdow with flower vi-
gnette is’ the key feature of the
‘new note.

Shadow unage of Royal Bengal
Tiger, see-through image of 10,
optical threads are also among the
special “security features of the.
130x60 mm-size " note,” smaller
and thinner “than thc ex:stmg,
10-taka notes. .

CIliff 'said that the expertise of

"minting polymer bank ' notes
would be transferred to the Secu:

Crity Printmg Corporatxon (BD) Ltd
to facilitate its printing locally
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